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Danny Trejo was born in Los Angeles, CA on 
May 16, 1944. He is a Mexican-American actor 
known for his gruff voice, long hair, and 
collaborates with filmmaker Robert Rodriguez. 
He was born to parents Delores Rivera-Trejo 
and Dionisio Trejo. When Danny Trejo was a 
little boy and was in middle school, he tried 
drugs for the first time. He was abusing 
narcotics like marijuana, heroin, 
methamphetamines, and crack cocaine from 8 
to 12 years old. When Danny Trejo was seven, 
he participated in a major drug deal. He was 
arrested for the first time at 10 years old. When 
Danny Trejo was a teenager, he was 
incarcerated for his crimes, drug possession 


and assault at the Eastlake Juvenile Hall center 
in 1956 when he was 11/12. In 1961 while in 
prison, he met serial killer Charles Manson. 
Five years later in 1966, he was incarcerated in 
San Quentin State Prison. Danny Trejo played 
his first character, a boxer in the action film 
Runaway Train (1985). In Death Wish 4: The 
Crackdown (1987), he played Art Sanella. In the 
supernatural-psychological horror film 
Doppelganger (1993), he had a cameo as Hard 
Hat, a construction worker. In the popular 
mariachi western film Desperado (1995), he 
played the knife-obsessed gang member 
Navajas. In Michael Mann’s crime thriller film 
Heat (1995), Danny Trejo played Trejo, a 


criminal named after his last name. In the 
mariachi western vampire horror film From 
Dusk Till Dawn (1996), Danny Trejo played 
Razor Charlie, a Mexican vampire. In the 
martial arts film Champions (1997), he played 
Max Brito. In the monster horror film Anaconda 
(1997), he played a suicidal animal poacher. In 
the action film The Replacement Killers (1998), 
Danny Trejo played Collins. In the action 
thriller film Point Blank (1998), he played 
sadistic arms dealer Wallace. In Inferno (1999), 
starring Jean-Claude Van Damme, he played 
Johnny Six Toes. In the prison drama film 
Animal Factory (2000) starring Edward 
Furlong, he played inmate Vito. In the Spy Kids 


(2001-2011) films, Machete (2010 spin-off) and 
Machete Kills (2013), he played Machete 
Cortez, ex-Federale and uncle of juvenile CIA 
agents Juni and Carmen Cortez. In the comedy 
film Bubble Boy, he played biker Slim. In the 
action film XXX (2002), starring Vin Diesel, he 
played El Jefe. In the crime biopic horror film 
Nightstalker (2002), Danny Trejo played Officer 
Franklin Luis. In the mariachi western film 
Once Upon a Time in Mexico (2003), he played 
El Cucuy. In the direct-to-video horror film The 
Curse of El Charro (2005), he played 
supernatural entity El Charro. In the zombie 
horror film All Souls Day (2005), he played 
Vargas Diaz. In Rob Zombie’s psychological 


crime horror films The Devil’s Rejects (2005) 
and 3 from Hell (2019), Danny Trejo played 
Rondo. In the urban horror anthology film 
Snoop Dogg's Hood of Horror (2006), he played 
Derelict in the segment Crossing Out. In 
National Lampoon’s TV: The Movie (2007), 
starring Jackass Forever superstar Steve-0, he 
played Crow. In Gregg Araki’s stoner comedy 
film Smiley Face (2007) starring Laura Harris, 
he played Albert. In the action vigilante thriller 
film Urban Justice (2007) starring Steven 
Seagal, Danny Trejo played El Chivo. In the Star 
Wars fanatic comedy film Fanboys (2009), he 
played the Chief. In the children’s comedy film 
Babysitters Beware, he played a biker guard. In 


Rob Zombie’s animated superhero comedy 
horror film The Haunted World of El 
Superbeasto (2009), he voiced Rico. In the 
action sci-fi film Predators (2010), Danny Trejo 
played Yaujta hunter Cuchillo. In a holiday 
stoner adventure comedy film A Very Harold & 
Kumar Christmas (2011), starring John Cho and 
Kal Penn, he played Mister Perez. In the 
Twilight parody film Breaking Wind (2012), he 
played Billy Black. In the action drama film 
Bad Ass (2012), Bad Asses (2014), and Bad 
Asses on the Bayou (2015), he played retired 
Vietnam veteran Frank Vega who is a hardcore 
brawler befriending Bernie Pope, played by 
Lethal Weapon’s Danny Glover. The Bad Ass film 


is inspired by the 2010 AC Transit bus fight 
video. In the supernatural western horror films 
Dead in Tombstone (2013), and Dead Again in 
Tombstone (2017), he played gunslinger 
Guerrero De La Cruz. In the sci-fi action film 
Juarez 2045 (2017), he played Paco. In the 
2019 direct-to-video comedy film Grand Daddy 
Day Care (2019), Danny Trejo played 
orandfather Eduardo Hernandez. In the 
live-action Nickelodeon film Dora and the Lost 
City of Gold (2019), he voiced Dora’s monkey 
Boots. In American Pie’s direct-to-video 
comedy film Girls Rules (2020), he played 
janitor Steve Garcia. In the animated film 
Minions: The Rise of Gru (2020), he voiced 


Stronghold. In the comedy horror film Meet the 
Blacks 2: The House Next Door (2021), he 
played Hugo. In Kevin Smith’s sequel Clerks Ill 
(2022), Danny Trejo played an auditioner ina 
cameo. In the Dreamworks animated Shrek 
spin-off sequel film Puss in Boots 2: The Last 
Wish, Danny Trejo voices the title character 
Puss In Boots, replacing Antonio Banderas for 
the role. In the upcoming film Forever Bad 
Asses (2023), Danny Trejo will reprise his role 
of Frank Vega, and joins boxer Mike Tyson as 
John Bernstein, with Danny Glover reprising his 
role of Bernie Pope, and Tiffany Haddish as 
John Bernstein’s girlfriend Monique. Danny 
Trejo will play El Montana in The Expendables 4 


(2023). In the lifeguard TV series Baywatch, he 
played Carlos “Chulo” Urueta. In the DC 
Comics animated series Young Justice, Danny 
Trejo voiced Bane. In the controversial biker 
drama thriller series Sons of Anarchy, Danny 
Trejo played Romeo Parada. In the police 
comedy series Brooklyn Nine Nine, he played 
Oscar Diaz. In the Netflix animated mariachi 
martial arts hybrid series Seis Manos, he 
voiced El Balde. In the hip-hop/rap-centric 
fighting game Def Jam: Fight for New York 
(2004), Danny Trejo voiced a fictionalized 
version of himself as Snoop Dogg's evil 
enforcer. In Grand Theft Auto: Vice City (2002), 
he voiced Umberto Robina. In 2010, Danny 


Trejo battled liver cancer. During his career, he 
recovered from his drug addiction and was 
released from prison several times. Danny 
Trejo has three children, Danny Trejo Jr. (born 
in 1981), Gilbert Trejo (born in 1988), and 
Danielle Trejo (born in 1990). He has three 
restaurants, Trejo’s Tacos, Trejo’s Cantina, and 
Trejo’s Coffee and Donuts. He was married and 
divorced to Debbie Shreve-Trejo from 1997 to 
2009. Danny Trejo will be 79 years old on May 
16, 2023. 
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